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RESOLUTION #162
REGARDING SCHOOL GOVERNANCE

WHEREAS, a majority of the Board of Education, also known as the Panel for Educational
Policy (PEP), is currently appointed by the mayor; and

WHEREAS, the structure of the PEP in most cases effectively makes it a proxy for the mayor,
as mayoral appointees on the PEP have been removed or forced to resign if they vote against
the mayor’s will; and

WHEREAS, while the PEP must vote on contracts, school sitings, and Chancellor’s
Regulations, there are many policies, including some relating to student enroliment and
curriculum, set by the Department of Education without the consent of the PEP; and

WHEREAS, from chronic failures in busing;* to longstanding lack of support or accountability
for parent engagement; to the persistent refusal to reduce class sizes despite multiple state
laws designed to do so;? to insufficient support for translation and interpretation at schools;® to
insufficient attempts to integrate one of the most segregated school systems in the country;*
the DOE under mayoral control has failed to address some of the most frequent concerns of
parents, students, and school staff; and

WHEREAS, neither parents, nor the City Council, nor communities at large have an effective
voice in shaping DOE policy or holding the DOE accountable under the current system; and

WHEREAS, the Chancellor, who leads the DOE, is appointed by the mayor; and

WHEREAS, the concentration of power in the hands of the mayor, whether Democratic,
Republican, or Independent, whether progressive, centrist, or conservative, has hampered
the ability of the system to create and enact those policies that would best serve its students,
families, and staff; and

WHEREAS, a task force made up of stakeholders and experts is necessary to explore and
create a new kind of structure with more accountability and shared responsibility, but not total
autonomy; and

WHEREAS, a new, more democratic form of School Governance will allow for greater parent
voice, transparency, and accountability.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York State Legislature should create a task
force to conduct a comprehensive study on school governance in New York city, and submit
recommendations on a transition plan for school governance in New York City that will
increase parent voice, increase shared responsibility in school governance, and add checks
and balances for greater oversight and accountability.
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